5  7 1 

I 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP 


/ 


WI G-TON 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year 


S 

\ \ 
'\ 


^  "*"S 
V.  v  • 


ts 


f.  * 

n 


f  .v : 
!•  ->•/ 


19  5  6 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  org/detai  Is/b3027831 4 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


I.  S.  JONES 


M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
Penrith  Urban  District  Council, 


R.  G.  BLACKBURN  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 

S.I.EaJ.B#,  Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection  R.S.A.  (Scot.), 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


S.  W.  COULING  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 

S.I.E.J.B.,  Meat  Inspectors  Certificates 
of  the  R.S.I.  and  Liverpool  University 
School  of  Hygiene,  Smoke  Inspectors 
Certificates  R.S.I.  and  Liverpool  University 
School  of  Hygiene,  Certificate  R.S.I.  for 
Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Public  Works 
and  Buildings,  Associate  Members  Certificate 
Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 


F.  E.  HAMMOND 


Clerk -Typist . 


2 


Council  Offices* 
WIG- TON. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wigton  Rural  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 


June*  1957* 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1956.  The  Report  has  been 
compiled  on  the  basis  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


The  Birth  Rate  of  15.50  is  less  than  the  1955  rate  of 
17.99*  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15*70. 

The  Death  Rate  is  12.50.  In  1955  it  was  12.03.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.70. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  30.30  as  compared  with 
23*69  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  23.80.  Perhaps  it  should  be  explained  that  there  was  only 
one  infant  death  more  than  last  year. 

Maternal  Mortality:  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there 

was  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The  last  one  in  this 
area  occurred  in  1949* 


The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  comparatively 
light.  It  is  with  particular  pleasure  I  report  that  no  deaths 
were  recorded  from  tuberculosis.  I  think  this  is  the  first 
time  such  a  claim  could  be  made  for  this  district.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  now  being  extensively 
applied  throughout  the  area  will  achieve  the  same  good  results 
as  Smallpox  vaccination  and  Diphtheria  immunisation  have  done. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  Diphtheria  for  the  past 
eight  years. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  commenced  during 
the  year  and  it  is  hoped  to  do  a  lot  more  this  year  when  the 
vaccine  is  available. 


It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  Mr.  Watters 
anticipates  that  Wigton  town  will  have  a  good  and  wholesome 
supply  of  water  by  the  end  of  the  summer.  I  look  forward  to 
the  day  when  I  shall  be  able  to  report  in  similar  terms  about 
Caldbeck  and  Hosket  Newmarket  in  the  matter  of  water  supplies. 
There  can  be  no  room  for  complacency  until  this  is  an 
accomplished  fact. 
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This  is  the  more  important  as  the  new  sewerage  schemes 
for  these  two  villages  are  dependent  on  the  adequacy  of  the 
water  suiJply. 

I  feel  it  would  be  fitting  to  comment  on  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Kenneth  Fraser  as  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Dr.  Fraser  was  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Council  for  over 
forty  years  and  was  County  Medical  Officer  from  1932  until 
his  retirement.  A  splendid  record.  His  work  for  the 
public  of  this  county  is  well  known  and  appreciated  in  many 
quarters.  He  has  been  a  great  help  to  me  throughout  the 
years.  His  successor  in  office,  Dr.  Minto,  has  been  with 
the  County  Council  for  the  last  three  years,  but  only  last 
year  took  over  the  senior  position.  I  wish  him  every 
success  in  this  responsible  position. 

I  would  again  like  to  give  my  best  thanks  to  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  staffs  of  other 
Departments  who  have  helped  me  during  the  year. 

The  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  has  been  also  greatly  appreciated. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  SPEDDING  JONES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS ; 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ...  ... 

Registrar-General7 s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population  at  Census  of  1 931  ... 

It  ft  It  tt  4QK-I 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1956) 
to  Rate  Books  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  • 

Population 


t  •  • 

according 


•  •  • 


138,620 
23? 420 
22,058 
23,733 

6,944 
£131 ,586 
£498 


POPULATION : 

The  Registrar-General7  s  estimate  of  resident  population 
for  1956  of  23,420  shows  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population  for 
the  last  ten  years. 

Registrar-General7  s 

Years  — — — — a - ~ 

- —  estimated  population; 


1947 

22,460 

1948 

22,920 

1949 

24,090 

1950 

24,160 

1951 

23,760 

1952 

23,510 

1953 

23,410 

1954 

23,510 

1955 

23,450 

1956 

23,420 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  2 

LIVE  BIRTHS; 

Legitimate  .  .. 

Illegitimate  ... 

Total  live  births  ... 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  estimated 

resident  population  - 

STILL  BIRTHS; 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

Total  still  births 

RATE  PER  1 ,000  (live  and 

still  births)  -  24* 19 

DEATHS ; 

All  causes  ... 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  of  estimated 

resident  population  - 


Civilian  Population 

u 

Civilian  &  Service  Population 


ft 

ft 

ft 

It 

tt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

tt 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

tt 

ft 

ft 

Males 

Females 

Total 

186 

165 

351 

3 

9 

12 

189 

174 

363 

15*50 


4  5  9 

1  4  5  9 


144  150  294 

12-55 

nil 
nil 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  44 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  nil 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INF  AIT  TS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE; 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  30*30 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  31°34 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  infant  deaths  during 
the  year  195-6.  Seven  of  these  died  in  hospital  and  four  died  at 
home*  In  1955?  ten  infant  deaths  were  recorded. 


Cause 

0-24  1 

hours 

one 

day 

two 

days 

five 

days 

l 

one 

mth 

seven 

weeks 

two 

mths 

| 

i 

Total  * 

Prematurity 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

■  i 

3 

Congenital  defect  of  left 
dome  of  diaphragm 

— 

1 

— 

mm 

- 

- 

Congenital  defect  of 
heart  and  pnuumonia 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  defect  of  res¬ 
piratory  tract  and  pneu¬ 
monia 

mm 

IBM 

.  -r- 

1 

1 

Acute  gastro  enteritis- 

— 

i 

- 

- 

— 

Gastro  enteritis.  Mongol 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Spina  bifida  and 
hydrocephalus 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Infant il e  c onvulsions 

— 

- 

— 

- 

~ 

- 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  in¬ 
halation  of  vomit 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

f 

t 

i 
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TABLE  SHOWING-  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES  AS  A  TOOLE ,  AND  CERTAIN  GROUPS 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND  9  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956: 


Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England  and  Wales 

15.7 

1 1  *7 

23*8 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland 

16*9 

12*2 

30*4 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  (including 
Boroughs  of  Workington  and  Whitehaven) 

17-5 

12*3 

32-5 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

16-5 

12-1 

29*0 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  WIG-TON 

15-5 

12-5 

30-3 
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The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate  during  the  past  ten  years  i 


Year: 

: 

Birth 

Rate 

per  1 ,000 
population: 

Death 

Rate 

per  1 ,000 
population: 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate  per  j 

1 ,000  live  1 
births:  i 

1947 

22.3 

1-2.9 

40.0 

1948 

20.07 

11.86 

32.61 

1949 

18.48 

12.13 

37.65 

1950 

17.09 

11.29 

24. 21 

1951 

16.90 

13.47 

37.31 

1952 

18. 63 

11.86 

22.37 

1953 

17.64 

12.94 

21 .78 

1954 

16.59 

11.44 

38*46 

1955 

17.99 

1 2.02 

23.69  1 

1956 

15.50 

12.55 

30 . 30  ! 

1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY : 

M—W—  — — — rntfmnmmmm nar-'W  ■■■»» tain  —  i  >  rW  — r»wriwr«tiimiw 

There  wore  no  maternal  deaths  during  1956. 

The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
the  last  ten  years  % 


Year 

No.  of  births 
(live  and  still): 

Deaths: 

.Maternal  Mortality 
.Rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births: 

1947 

515 

nil 

nil 

1948 

477 

nil 

nil 

1949 

433 

2 

4.61 

1950 

423 

nil 

nil 

1951 

41 4 

nil 

nil 

1952 

447 

nil 

nil 

1953 

413 

nil 

nil 

1954 

399 

nil 

nil 

1955 

433 

nil 

nil 

1956 

372 

nil 

nil 

WATER  s 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr. J.R. Watters,  the  Water  Engineer  for  the 
following  report  s - 

"SCHEDULE  OF  PARISH  WATER  SUPPLIES  -  YEAR  1956 : 


Parish 

j 

Dwelling 
Houses  : 

Existing 

Population 

Estimated 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

) 

Population 

Supplied 

Aspatria 

i  ,007 

3,524 

1 ,007 

3,524 

Allhallows 

211 

739 

208 

730 

Allonby 

201 

704 

200 

700 

Aikton 

130 

455 

130 

455 

Boltons 

186 

651 

158 

553 

Bromf ield 

183 

641 

171 

598 

Bov/ness 

427 

1,495 

423 

1 ,481 

Caldbeck 

246 

861 

162 

565 

Dundraw 

49 

172 

49 

172 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert 

145 

508 

144 

504 

Holme  Abbey 

217 

760 

213 

747 

Holme  East  Waver 

92 

322 

89 

311 

Holme  Low 

112 

393 

111 

389 

Hayton 

67 

235 

66 

230 

Ireby 

169 

392 

1 26 

441 

Kirkbride 

143 

500 

142 

497 

Kirkbampton 

97 

339 

89 

311 

Silloth 

983 

3,440 

983 

3,440 

Sebergham 

110 

384 

98 

342 

Thursby 

244 

854 

243 

851 

Torpenhow  &  B. 

175 

612 

164 

574 

Wigton 

1,367 

4,784 

1,365 

4,777 

Waver ton 

106 

370 

95 

333 

Westward 

219 

766 

184 

645 

Woodside 

182 

637 

181 

632 

Westnewton 

74 

259 

74 

259 

Total  • - 

7,142 

24,997 

6,875 

24,061 

The  above  figures  include  a  number  of  holiday  chalets  and 
other  temporary  dwellings  which  are  rated  in  Camp  Fields,  and  some 
of  which  are  occupied  all  the  year  round. 


Rainfall  over  the  gathering  grounds  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year  was  only  72  per  cent  of  normal,  but  heavy  thunder 
rain  occurred  in  the  last  few  days  of  July,  which  filled  up  all 
spring  sources  and  reservoirs. 

In  view  of  this  drought,  the  contractor  who  had  been  working 
on  the  Stage  2  Intakes  and  mains,  which  were  designed  only  for 
augmentation  of  the  Head  Works  source  on  the  Aspatria  and  Silloth 
Scheme,  and  for  augmented  supply  to  the  Filter  Works  at  Mealsgate, 
was  requested  to  concentrate  all  his  manpower  on  the  Stage  3  mains 
system,  which  was  designed  to  convey  the  filtered  water  eastwards 
to  supply  Wigton  and  the  Eastern  Parishes. 
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By  Juno  30th  the  new  14u  and  6n  mains  were  so  far  completed,, 
that  it  was  possible  to  turn  on  the  new  supply  at  Sandy  Brow  in 
Westward  parish,  to  feed  into  the  Townthwaite  supply  mains,  thus 
providing  an  entirely  new  supply  of  filtered  and  treated  water 
at  ample  pressure,  to  the  Parishes  of  Westward( part ) ,  Thursby, 
?/oodside(part)  and  Aikton. 

These  Parishes,  thereafter,  in  spite  of  the  drought,  enjoyed 
for  the  first  time  in  20  years,  an  ample  supply  of  good  quality 
water  for  all  purposes,  which  replaced  the  contaminated  and 
intermittent  supply  from  the  Townthwaite  source. 

In  the  meantime,  Carlisle  Corporation  had  intimated  that 
they  were  about  to  make  alterations  in  their  distribution  mains 
such  as  would  render  the  bulk  supply  to  Kirkbampton  and  part  of 
Bowness  Parishes  intermittent,  and  asking  us  to  make  other 
arrangements  for  the  supply  to  these  Parishes. 

With  this  in  view,  work  on  the  remainder  of  the  Stage  3 
6”  mains  was  pressed  forward,  and  it  is  hoped  that  pipes  will  be 
laid  as  far  as  Kirkbampton  Parish  by  31st  March,  1957?  in  time  to 
avoid  serious  inconvenience  to  consumers  in  that  area. 

Wigton  Town  Supply?  The  existing  contaminated  source  for 
Wigton  Town  is  still  in  operation,  and,  in  addition  to  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  quality  of  the  water,  pressure  is  low,  and  the  supply 
to  the  West  End  of  the  town,  including  the  Brookfield  residential 
school,  is  often  intermittent,  owing  to  the  increasing  development 
of  the  new  Western  Bank  housing  estate,  together  with  the  over¬ 
loading  of  the  existing  3,?  main  supplying  that  area. 

In  Stage  3?  Contract  2,  of  the  Council’s  development  scheme, 
work  was  commenced  in  April  on  the  extension  of  the  Filter  Works 
at  Mealsgate,  on  the  completion  of  which,  a  new  supply  can  be 
provided  to  replace  the  existing  Wigton  Town  Supply  at  some  time 
in  the  late  summer  of  1957* 

The  disappointing  feature  of  these  new  works  is,  that  the 
Ministry  have  eliminated  the  proposed  service  reservoir  at  the 
end  of  the  14”  main  at  Church  Kill,  which,  in  the  event  of  a 
breakdown  on  the  14”  main,  would  result  in  Wigton  Town  and  the 
whole  of  the  Eastern  Parishes  being  deprived  of  water  supply  for 
anything  from  eight  to  24  hours  while  repairs  are  being  carried 
out. 

The  fire  risk  in  Wigton  is  very  considerable,  and  in  dry 
weather,  fire  protection  depends  wholly  on  the  mains. 

It  is  hoped  that  financial  restrictions  may  soon  be  removed, 
in  order  that  the  remaining  stages  of  the  Council’s  proposals  for 
improving  water  supply  and  removing  contaminated  sources  in  other 
parts  of  the  district  may  be  carried  out,  particularly  in  the 
Parish  of  Caldbeck  where  agricultural  development  is  retarded, 
and  where  modern  sanitation  is  still  impossible  because  of  lack 
of  water  supply. 


In  view  of  the  general  situation*  and  the  benefits  which  are 
now  maturing*  it  is  evident  that  the  decision  of  the  Council  in 
194 4*  to  accept  the  advice  of  its  Officers*  and  press  on  with 
proposals  to  solve  their  own  water  supply  problem*  costly  as  it 
was  bound  to  be*  was  a  right  decision*  both  in  the  satisfaction 
now  enjoyed  by  consumers*  and  the  financial  advantage  in  having 
completed  75  per  cent  of  the  scheme  before  rising  costs  have 
reached  their  peak. 

(sgd.)  J.  R.  WATTERS . 

Water  Engineer. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  bacterial  examinations  of 
various  w ater  supplies: - 

No.1  -  11*9*56  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  filter  works  before 

filtration. 

Result;  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  13 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml.  13 

Unsatisfactory. 

No. 2  -  11.9.56  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  after  filtration. 

Result;  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  0 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml.  0 

Excellent . 


No. 3  -  11*9*56  -  Ireby  &  district  -  untreated. 

Result;  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  1 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml.  0 

Satisfactory. 


No. 4  -  11*9*56  -  Caldbeck  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  180+ 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml*  180+ 

Unsatisfactory. 


No. 5  -  14*9.56  -  Wigton  tom  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  180+ 
Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml.  180+ 

Unsatisfactory . 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE: 

Wigton  Town  Sewerage  Scheme:  Another  year7  s  work  has  been 

put  in  at  this  scheme*  which  is  still  in  progress  at  the  time  of 
writing.  It  is  hoped  to  finalise  the  job  by  the  end  of  the 
summer. 

Weather  conditions  and  appalling . ground  conditions  have 
contributed  to  the  serious  delay. 

Wigton  Trade  Sewer:  This  scheme  has  been  completed  and 

was  brought  into  operation  during  the  year. 

Since  this  new  sewer  has  been  in  use  we  have  had  no  complaint 
at  all  from  residents  in  the  Station  Road  area  or  elsewhere  about 
gas  getting  into  the  dwellings. 
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Greenrow  Pumping  Station  ancl  Pollution  of  Sneckyeat  Beck . 
Conditions  have  improved  somewhat  since  my  last  report. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  ejectors  the  Council  resorted  to 
the  expedient  of  using  a  portable  4"  pump.  By  this  means  the 

sewage  from  this  part  of  the  town  was  pumped  up  the  rising  main 
to  a  point  from  which  it  could  flow  by  gravity  to  the  tidal  out¬ 
fall.  This  has  necessitated  a  great  deal  of  extra  attention*  but 
nuisance  by  the  fouling  of  the  gutter  has  been  kept  to  a  minimum. 

The  damaged  sewer  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pumping  station* 
which  brought  this  matter  to  a  head  has  been  made  good*  but 
delivery  of  the  new  permanent  pumps  is  still  awaited* 

Since  the  gas  works  ceased  to  manufacture  gas*  pollution 
of  the  beck  from  waste  gas  liquor  has  ceased*  this  is  easing  the 
situation. 

The  effluent  from  the  chemical  works  is  still  entering  the 
stream  but  is  being  kept  under  observation.  It  v/as  thought  that 
the  admixture  of  this  effluent*  which  is  slightly  acid*  with  that 
from  the  gas  works  was  injurious.  The  chemical  works  acid  on 
its  own  is  much  less  so. 

The  sullage  water  from  Golf  Terrace,  Prospect  Place  and 
Beaconsfiold  Terrace  still  goes  directly  into  the  stream  as  well 
as  certain  farm  drainage  from  Blitterlees  area*  A  scheme  is  in 
hand  to  pick  up  this  foul  drainage  and  divert  it  from  the  foul 
sewerage  system. 


Pulton  Village  Sewerage  Scheme:  There  is  now  some  hope 

that  this  scheme  may  be  started”  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
The  County  Education  Authority  are  just  awaiting  for  this  scheme 
so  that  they  may  bring  the  village  school  up  to  modern  standards 
by  installing  water  borne  sanitation. 


SCHOOL  SANITATION; 

Since  my  last  report  some  progress  has  been  made.  Water 
borne  sanitation  has  been  provided  at  Westward  and  Waverbridge 
schools.  Aldoth  school  has  been  closed*  thus  getting  rid  of 
one  of  the  worst  schools  in  the  area.  A  sewer  extension  to 
the  Friends  School  at  Brookfield,  Wigton  is  almost  complete  at 
the  time  of  writing.  This  main  sewerage  system  supercedes  the 
present  inadequate  set-up  whereby  a  septic  tank  and  filter  is  in 
use. 

Bolton  school  is  to  be  re-sited*  in  other  words  the  County 
Authority  intend  building  a  new  school  at  Bol t on-low-houses  * 
which  is  nearer  the  centre  of  population. 

Hayton  school  is  due  for  closure  v/ithin  a  comparatively 
short  time  and  the  County  Authority  are  not  prepared  to  put 
v/ater  borne  sanitation  here.  There  has  been  word  from  the 
Director  of  Education  that  water  borne  sanitation  is  to  be  made 
available  at  Holme  St.  Cuthbert  school  in  their  1957/8  programme. 

Hot  water  for  hand  washing  has  been  installed  in  several 
schools  in  the  area  during  the  year  and  I  believe  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  County  Council  to  provide  running  hot  water  in  all  schools. 
Apart  from  teaching  the  children  good  hygiene  this  ought  to  play 
a  big  part  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases  such  as 
dysentery,  conjunctivitis  and  skin  diseases  such  as  impetigo. 
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In  the  infants  departments  of  schools  individual  towels  are 
the  rule  but  in  the  schools  where  older  children  are  taught  roller 
towels  are  in  use.  I  v/ould  like  to  see  some  alternative  to  the 
roller  towel. 

WIG-TON  SWIMMING  BATHS  2 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  new  sanitary  block  has  been 
provided  at  these  baths. 

These  baths  are  well  maintained,  the  Baths  Superintendent, 

Mr.  Cook,  being  very  keen  on  his  job. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  as  a  precaution  against  any  infection 
to  users  of  the  baths. 

Swimming  is  taught  and  most  schools  in  the  area  use  the  baths 
for  instruction  purposes. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  SECTION  47 : 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  9  1951 : 

No  statutory  action  was  required  under  these  Acts  but  I  was 
called  in  to  three  cases  of  old  people  who  were  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  Two  of  the  cases  are  now  in  hospital  and  the 
third  case  is  being  kept  under  observation. 


OVERCROWDING: 


The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  position  regarding 
overcrowding  throughout  the  area 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 


No.  of  dwellings 
overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the 
year  . .  85 

No.  of  new  cases 

of  overcrowding 
reported  during 
the  year  . .  28 

No.  of  cases  of 
overcrowding  re¬ 
lieved  during 
the  year  . .  33 


10 


20 


21  44  16 


9 


4 


14 


38 


9  10  12 


5 


HOUSING* 


The  following  table  shows  the  houses  built  in  the  area  by 
The  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  Limited*  since  1939  s- 


Site 

19 

39 

19 

40 

19  19 
44  46 

19 

47 

19 

48 

19 

49 

19 

50 

19 

51 

19 

52 

19 

53 

19 

54 

19 

55 

19 

56 

Total 

Wigton 

Brindlef ield 

98 

287 

Brackenlands 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kirkland  Avenue 

— 

— 

— 

- 

42 

7 

!  Western  Bank 

46 

42 

18 

6 

8 

Cross  Lane 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

6 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Aspatria 

Noble  Croft 

57 

14 

203 

North  View 

— 

- 

— ■ 

— 

- 

- 

— 

60 

46 

8 

16 

2 

- 

- 

Agric,  houses 

- 

- 

12 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

12 

Newoon  Arlosh 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

6 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

- 

— 

4 

10 

West  Silloth 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

10 

56 

— 

26 

2 

2 

19 

150 

Kirkbride 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

2 

18 

2 

— 

- 

- 

— 

6 

- 

28 

Thursby 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

16 

22 

— 

- 

— 

— 

mtmm 

— 

38 

Torpenhow 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

6 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

— 

6 

Uldale 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

4 

Abbey town 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

— 

22 

38 

— 

— 

70 

Allonby 

- 

~ 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1  2 

6 

- 

- 

4 

- 

— 

22 

Ireby 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Blennerhasset 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

6 

- 

— 

- 

— 

6 

Hayton 

2 

2 

Drumburgh 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

— 

2 

Westnewton 

2 

2 

Kirkbampton 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Aik ton 

— 

- 

- 

»*»<• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 

- 

— 

4 

Pletchertown 

I 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

6 

■- 

— 

6 

Glasson 

4 

2 

— 

6 

Waverton 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Oulton 

6 

— 

6 

Totals: 

98 

57 

12 

14 

56 

50 

54110108 

68  110 

86 

22 

31 

876 

Prom  1939  to  1955  one  hundred  and  thirtyfive  houses  were 
built  by  private  enterprise. 

In  addition  fourteen  private  dwell inghouses  were  completed 
during  the  year. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE: 

No  areas  were  represented  for  slum  clearance  during  1956  but 
twentyeight  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  during  the 
year.  In  a  further  four  cases  action  was  finalised  which  had 
been  commenced  in  a  previous  year. 

The f  ollowing  table  gives  particulars  of  the  action  taken  by 
the  Council  s- 


Demolition  Orders: 

Wiza  Cottage*  Station  Road*  Wigton  (not  demolished)  1 


The  Vennel*  Caldbeck  ...  (  ,f  "  )  1 

Closing  Orders  (Section  12*  Housing  Act*  1936) % 

The  Cottage*  East  Curthwaite. . .  ...  ...  1 

s  Cottage  in  The  Square*  Uldale  ...  ...  1 

s  No.1*  New  Street*  Bolton-low-houses  ...  ...  1 


2 


3 


Closing  Orders  (Section  10*  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  *  1953 1 

49 ?  King  Street*  Wigton  ...  ... 

51 5  King  Street*  Wigton  ...  ... 

No. 2*  New  Street*  Bolton-low-houses  ... 
Cottage  at  Bolton-new-houses 
x  Cottage  at  Causewayhead*  Silloth  ... 

Undertakings; 

10*  Hodgson*  s  Yard*  Wigton  ...  ... 

Garage  Cottage*  Abbey tom  ...  ... 

x  Rose  Cottage*  Curthwaite  ...  ... 

Carried  forward; 

Moot  Hall  Cottage*  Ireby  ...  ... 

47?  Union  Street*  Wigton  ...  ... 

Stampery*  Wigton  ...  ...  ... 

3*  Tenters*  Wigton  ...  ...  ... 

19?  Station  Road,  Wigton  ...  ... 

West  Cottage*  Bowness-on-Solway  ... 

10*  Longthwaite  Road*  Wigton...  ... 

12*  Longthwaite  Road*  Wigton...  ... 

11*  Longthwaite  Road,  Wigton...  ... 

9*  Bolton-low-houses*  Wigton. . .  ... 

10*  Meetinghouse  Lane*  Wigton  ... 

Two  cottages  at  Ought erby  ...  ... 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1  5 


1 

1 

1  3 


1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2  19 


x  Brought  forward  from  1955 
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Since . the  slum  clearance  programme  was  formulated  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Ministry  in  August,  1955  thirtysix  individual 
unfit  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  twentyeight  in  the  current 
year  and  eight  in  the  remaining  months  of  1955. 


The  Council  propose  to  build  a  further  sixtytwo  houses  at 
Western  Bank,  Wigton.  It  is  also  proposed  to  build  fortyfour 
dwellings  at  Esk  Street,  Silloth  and  eighteen  at  Thursby. 

I  hope  the  fortyone  substandard  dwellings  at  Pennine  View, 
Silloth  will  be  cleared  when  the  new  dwellings  at  Esk  Street 
are  complete* 

The  high  rents  of  the  houses  now  being  built  in  the  area 
presents  a  serious  problem.  The  inclusive  rents  charged  for 
the  last  fifty  houses  built  at  Wigton  are  Houses:  4  bedroom 
“  47s. Od.  3  bedroom  -  44s. 2d.  2  bedroom  -  40s.l0d.  Bungalows: 

2  bedroom  -  39s. 3d.  When  these  houses  were  let  sixteen  of  the 
tenants  who  were  chosen  refused  the  tenancies,  presumably  on 
account  of  the  high  rents  although  they  were  anxious  to  have 
better  housing  accommodation. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 : 

Under  this  Act  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  came 
into  force,  part  in  January,  1956  and  the  remainder  on  the 
1st  July,  1956. 

Inspections  under  these  regulations  were  commenced  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  but  are  not  yet  completed  for 
the  whole  area.  In  view  of  this  it  is  not  possible  to  give 
the  number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  at  this 
juncture . 

Under  Section  16  of  the  Act  there  are  seventy-one  ice 
cream  premises  registered  and  twenty-three  premises  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  meat  products. 

Under  the  heading  of.  ice  cream  registrations,  eleven  are 
manufacturers  and  sixty  merely  retail  ice  cream.  Thirty-two 
samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  only  two  of 
which  were  really  poor. 

No  organised  educational  activity  under  this  heading  is 
carried  on  in  the  area,  but  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  discuss 
the  importance  of  food  hygiene  with  the  proprietor  or  manager. 
The  need  for  careful  hand  washing  and  the  danger  resulting  from 
negligence  in  this  direction  are  particularly  stressed. 

Meat  Inspection:  As  usual  Mr.  Blackburn  will  report 

fully  on  this  subject  and  also  on  the  disposal  of  condemned 
meat . 


Milk  Supply:  Nine  premises  are  registered  as  dairies. 
All  milk  sold  in  this  area  is  either  Tuberculin  Tested  or 
Pasteurised. 
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I  wish  to  thank  Mr*.  A.  Garratt*  Chief  Inspector*  Weights 
and  Measures  Department*  Cumberland  County  Council*  for  the 
following  report  on  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  area 
during  the  year  1  956  j- 


MILK 

OTHER  THAN  MILK  i  TOTAL 

G-enuine 

Not  G-enuine 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine  j  SAMPLES 

91 

9 

14 

H P 

1  1  115  j 

_ l _ i 

Schedule  of  Articles  Sampled  (other  than  milk) : 


Beef  Loaf 

Biscuits 

Cheese 

Coca  Cola 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Lard 

Liquid  Fruit  Pectin 


Meat  Pies 

Orange  Squash  (2) 

Oxo 

Peaches  in  Syrup 
Pork  Sausage 
Rhum  Butter  Sweets 
Spearmint 


Unsatisfactory  Samples • 

Four  of  the  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  were  from  the  same 
source  of  supply  and  consisted  of  two  original  and  two  "appeal 
to  cow”  samples.  As  a  result  of  the  latter  samples  being 
below  standard*  the  farmer  concerned  was  advised  to  consult  the 
Advisory  Department  of  the  Cumberland  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  with  a  view  to  improving  the  quality  of  the  milk 
produced  by  her  herd. 


The  remaining  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  were  only  slightly 
below  standard  and  further  samples  taken  later  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  a  sample  of  Rhum  Butter  Sweets 
as  being  incorrectly  labelled.  The  manufacturers  agreed  to 
amend  their  labels  on  this  particular  type  of  sweet  to  prevent 
its  definition  being  misleading. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  s- 


Disease 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25  & 

over 

1 

Total 

- r 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

4 

4 

1 

9 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

24 

25 

— 

1 

53 

— 

Measles 

2 

9 

11 

— 

- 

22 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

— 

1 

5 

10 

7 

Erysipelas 

- 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

- 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals: - 

6 

40 

40 

2 

14 

102 

7 
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Pneumonia:  The  seven  deaths  recorded  from  this  cause 

are  three  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Two  of  the  cases 
were  in  infants,  one  being  seven  weeks  old  and  the  other  two 
months  old.  Both  had  congenital  defects  and  one  was  premature. 

Food  Poisoning:  Two  members  of  the  same  family  were 

notified  as  suffering  from  food  poisoning.  The  organism 
causing  this  poisoning  was  found  to  be  salmonella  typhoid 
murium.  The  article  of  food  suspected  of  causing  the  trouble 
was  a  manufactured  meat  product.  Unf ortunately  none  of  the 
suspected  food  was  available  for  examination. 

After  a  thorough  investigation  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  food  product  was  infected  after  it  had  been  bought?  as 
a  large  quantity  of  the  food  had  been  sold  throughout  the 
district  without  any  ill  effect. 

Poliomyelitis:  We  were  fortunate  in  having  no  notified 

cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  there  was  rather  a  bad  outbreak  in  the  Whitehaven  and 
Ennerdale  districts. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination:  During  the  year  vaccination 

was  commenced  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  In 
the  Wigton  Rural  District  thirtysix  children  were  vaccinated 
against  poliomyelitis.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  that  the  County  held  189  consent  forms  for  children  whom 
it  is  hoped  to  vaccinate  during  1957  by  County  Medical  Officers? 
and  74  by  General  Practitioners. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia:  There  wore  no  notified  cases  during 

1956. 

Dysentery:  No  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified. 

Diphtheria:  For  the  eighth  successive  year  there  has 

been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Wigton  Rural  District. 

Below  is  given  the  number  of  children  who  were  innoculated 
during  1956  with  comparative  figures  for  1955  s- 


1955  1956 

319  292 

643  584 


Primary  immun i s a t i on s 

Booster  doses  or  re-inf orcing  doses 


Of  the  primary  innoculations  the t otal  for  1956  includes 
182  given  by  General  Practitioners  and  eight  of  the  booster 
doses  were  also  given  by  General  Practitioners. 

Malaria:  The  case  of  malaria  notified  concerned  one  of 

the  service  personnel  of  the  Royal  Naval  Air  Station?  An thorn. 
The  infection  was  contracted  abroad. 
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TUBERCULOSIS: 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified 
and  of  the  deaths  during  1956 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Group 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

■ 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respi 

ratory 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

p. 

0-  1 

wmm 

mm 

mmm 

1-  5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

- 

4 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

25-35 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

35-45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

45-55 

3 

2 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

Totals: 

11 

9 

*** 

1 

— 

: 

"  ; 

In  addition  to  the  twentyone  new  cases  there  were  seven 
cases  added  to  the  register  as  inward  transfers  from  other 
areas.  Pour  cases  left  the  district ?  two  recovered  and  there 
was  one  death.  Although  this  death  concerned  a  patient  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register?  the  cause  of  death  was  not  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1956 


Males  : 

Females: 

To  tal: 

Pulmonary 

76 

78 

154 

Non -pulmonary 

7 

20 

27 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

83 

98 

181 

Below  is  a  table  giving  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  t he  area  during  the  last  ten  years  : 


Year: 

Pulmonary: 

Non-pulraonary: 

Total: 

M. 

p. 

M. 

p. 

1947 

•  3 

3 

4 

1 

11 

1948 

-7 

a 

6 

- 

2 

1 1 

1949 

4 

5 

1 

- 

10 

1950 

4 

5 

1 

— 

10 

1951 

2 

2 

— ' 

4 

1952 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1953 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1954 

2 

— 

- 

2  1 

1955 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

1956 

.  ~  - 

- 

— 

- 

_  1 

This  is  the  first  year  as  far  as  I  am  aware  that  there  has 
been  no  death  from  tuberculosis  in  the  Wigton  Rural  District. 
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RESULTS  OF  B.C.G.  VACCINATION  FOR  13-14  YEAR  AGE  GROUP, 


MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY  OF  CHILDREN 
WHOSE  PARENTS  RETURNED  CONSENT  FORMS  FOR  MANTOUX  TESTING 

AND  B.C.G.  IF  NECESSARY 


School 

No.  of 
children 
Mant oux 
Tested 

No.  of 

those 

with 

satisfactory 
M « M  •  R  • 

No.  of 
those 
with  un¬ 
satisfactory 

M  .M  .R  . 

No.  who 
did  not 
have 

M  •  M  •  R  • 

Silloth 

27 

20 

_ 

7 

Wigton  Sec.  Mod. 

72 

29 

1 

42 

Wigton  Grammar 

63 

47 

- 

16 

Wigton  R  .0 .. 

6 

3 

- 

3 

Bowness 

10 

10 

- 

— 

Aspatria 

38 

28 

- 

10 

Bromf ield 

1 

- 

— 

1 

West newt on 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Allhallows 

10 

4 

mam  mm» 

6 

Blennerhasset 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Totals : 

231 

, 

144 

( 62,3%) 

1 

( o .  5% ) 

86 

( 37  •  2$) 

During  the  year  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  unit 
visited  Wigton,  Aspatria  and  Silloth  and  3*497  people  including 
school  children  were  examined.  The  number  of  active  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  found  was  three,  that  is  0.86  per 
thousand  of  the  people  examined. 

It  is  rather  disappoint ing  that  the  public  do  not  seem 
to  be  very  keen  on  being  examined.  In  1955*  5*330  people 
were  examined  which  is  nearly  2,000  more  than  in  1956. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  19.56: 


M. 

P. 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis*  respiratory...  ... 

mmm 

2.  Tuberculosis*  other  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3*  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

tmm 

— 

— 

5*  Whooping  Gough  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

— 

— 

i 

1 

7*  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

- 

-- 

1 

8 .  Measles  ...  ...  ... 

— 

- 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm*  stomach  ... 

5 

3 

8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm*  lung*  bronchus  ... 

-7 

a 

- 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm*  breast  ... 

- 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm*  uterus  ... 

— 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

14 

26 

15.  Leukaemia*  Aleukaemia  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 6.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

18 

32 

50 

18.  Coronary  disease*  angina  ...  ... 

28 

17 

45 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

2 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  ... 

29 

43 

72 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease...  ... 

4 

4 

8 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

23*  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

u 

3 

7 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

7 

4 

11 

25 •  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

- 

27*  Gastritis*  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

— 

- 

~ 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

— 

- 

•mm 

30.  Pregnancy*  childbirth*  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31 •  Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

2 

3 

5 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

11 

20 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

6 

•MM 

6 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

5 

3 

8 

35 •  Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

* 1 • 

*■“ 

All  causes  ...  ...  ... 

144 

150 

294  | 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  9  1937  &  1946 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

1 .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  healths 


Number 

] — —  - [ 

Number  of  i 

Premises 

on 

Register 

I  Inspec¬ 
tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 5  2,  3?  4? 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

7 

1 

h 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

35 

11 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers7  premises ) 

Totals 

92 

12 

— 

mm 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND s 


Particulars 

p ■  -f ■■  1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

j  Number  of 

j  cases  in 

1  which  pro- 
!  secutions 
j  were  in¬ 
stituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref 

To  H.M • 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

mmm 

mm 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature 

. .  r 

mm 

_ 

Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation 

mm 

_ 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  to  floors 

mm 

mm 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences 

(a)  insufficient 

■  1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

3 

3 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

mmm 

mm0 

mm 

mm 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(.not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

;  Totals 

4  1 

4  ! 

~ 

a  . 

- 
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PORT  OP  SILLOTH 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  A.  Dodge,  H.M. Customs  &  Excise  Officer, 
for  the  following  particulars  s- 


STATEMENT  OP  TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


Arrivals: 

No.  of 
Ships: 

Nature  of  Cargoes: 

Prom  foreign  ports 
with  cargo 

41s 

Potash,  Wheat,  Scrap  Ingot 
Moulds,  Basic  Slag,  Pyrites 
and  Barley  from  Europe; 

Perlite  from  Sardinia; 
Phosphates  from  N. Africa. 

Prom  the  Republic 
of  Ireland 

6 

One  calling  vessel; 
others  to  load  coal  for 
Republic  of  Ireland  or 

Ingot  Moulds  for  Europe. 

Prom  British  ports 
in  ballast 

33 

To  load  coal  for  Republic 
of  Ireland  and  Ingot  Moulds 
for  Europe. 

Prom  British  ports 
with  cargo 

95 

Wheat,  Flour  and 

Phosphates . 

175 

s  includes  6  via  another  British  port. 


(sgd.)  A.  DODGE. 


Customs  &  Excise. 
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REPORT 


on  the 


Work  Carried  Out 


by  the 


Public  Health  Inspectors 


During  the  Year. 
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To  Dr.  I  .S  .Jones  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
) 

Sir, 


It  is  again  my  privilege  to  contribute  to  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  by  the  Health  Department. 

I  hope  the  following  pages  may  convey  something  of  interest, 
as  well  as  prove  a  recital  of  facts  and  figures. 


HOUSING 


Council  House  Waiti ng  List 

In  April,  1956  housing  applicants  were  written  to  asking 
if  they  wished  to  remain  on  the  list.  It  was  felt  the  list 
probably  did  not  reflect  the  true  position  at  the  time,  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  the  results  of  the  enquiry. 

Of  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  forms  issued  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  reaffirmed  their  desire  to  be  considered  for 
housing  accommodation.  The  trouble  taken  in  circularising 
applicants  was  well  worth  while. 

About  this  time  conjecture  was  rife  concerning  the  rents 
to  be  charged  for  the  fifty  houses  being  erected  at  Wigton, 
and  this  no  doubt  had  some  bearing  on  the  result.  An 
indication  of  the  trends  in  this  direction  was  given  in  the 
circular  letter,  but  only  a  rough  guide  to  the  rent  position 
was  possible  at  the  time.  Even  so  it  appears  to  have  had 
a  salutary  effect. 

This  new  appraisal  of  housing  needs  was  intended  to 
enable  the  Council  to  formulate  their  building  programme  for 
the  ensuing  year  with  greater  confidence. 

It  is  significant,  however,  that  sixteen  applicants 
selected  for  the  Wigton  estate  houses  declined  the  offer  of 
a  new  house  when  it  was  actually  made.  It  is  one  thing  to 
say  ’yes’  to  your  name  being  retained  on  a  housing  waiting 
list,  but  quite  another  to  accept  a  tenancy  when  offered 
at  44s.  per  week. 

The  need  for  some  system  of  rent  adjustment  is  all  too 
apparent. 
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Restoration  of  Unfit  houses 


Thirteen  formal  undertakings  were  cancelled*  the  dwellings 
having  been  restored  to  habitable  condition. 


Squatters 

Three  families  of  squatters  took  up  residence  at  Aspatria 
in  condemned  property.  A  third  such  family  was  rehoused 
from  a  house  at  Wigton  affected  by  a  Closing  Order.  Serious 
overcrowding  in  this  case  made  matters  worse*  and  there 
was  little  or  no  hope  of  rehousing  short  of  the  local  authority 
undertaking  it. 

One  of  the  Aspatria  houses  occupied  by  a  squatter  became 
the  subject  of  a  licence  for  temporary  occupation  under 
Section  6  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act*  1954. 

Encouraged  by  this  the  owner  made  application  for  licences 
in  respect  of  other  two  houses  in  the  same  Clearance  Area* 
but  the  Council  rightly  refused  on  account  of  the  state  of 
the  property. 

In  this  area  comprising  six  houses*  one  is  let  under 
licence*  one  is  held  under  requisition  by  the  local  authority, 
and  three  are  held  by  squatters.  Fortunately  the  remaining 
house  is  quite  uninhabitable. 


County  Court  Hearing 

In  a  hearing  in  the  Wigton  County  Court  His  Honour 
Judge  C.B. Fenwick  accepted  an  undertaking  under  Section  15 
of  the  Housing  Act*  1936  in  default  of  the  Council  in  respect 
of  a  house  No.  10*  Hodgson’s  Yard*  Wigton. 

The  Council’s  action  in  condemning  the  house  on  the 
grounds  of  its  unfitness  for  human  habitation  was  vindicated* 
but  they  were  held  to  have  acted  unreasonably  in  refusing  to 
accept  a  prof erred  undertaking  by. the  owner  to  restrict  the 
future  use  of  the  house  to  purposes  of  storage. 


Improvement  Grants 

Twentyfour  applications  for  grant  were  considered  by 
the  Council*  although  seventy-six  cases  were  actually  in¬ 
vestigated  on  site  by  the  health, department  during  the  year. 
This  compares  with  forty  applications  and  one  hundred  and  four 
enquiries  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  visits  for  all  purposes  was  two  hundred 
and  fifty-seven. 
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Forty-one  applications  were  finalised  resulting  in 
forty-three  units  of  accommodation.  One  house  was  made 
into  two  living  units,  attracting  two  grants.  Another 
house  was  made  into  two,  but  only  one  grant  was  made  in 
this  instance.  Another  house  was  converted  from  stables, 
etc . 


In  the  year  under  review  twenty-five  units  of  accom¬ 
modation  were  owner-occupied  and  eighteen  were  tenanted. 

The  total  approved  expenditure  on  these  works  amounted 
to  £28.429  of  which  £12,113  is  borne  by  way  of  grant.  Of 
this  £12,113  the  rate-payer  pays  twenty-five  per  cent  and  the 
tax-payer  seventy-five  per  cent. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  years - 


(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  77 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  246 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  28 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  f  or  human  habitation  28 


(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 
those  ref erred t  o  under  the  preceeding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  39 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices  :- 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  38 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9?  10  and  16 

of  the  Housing  Act*  1936  2- 

( a)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(b)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  2- 

( i)  By  owners  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  s- 

(a)  Number  of  dwollinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Number  of  dwollinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  2 - 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act*  1936  2- 

(a)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  demolished  in  per- 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  3 

(c)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  accepted  by  the 
Council  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act*  1936  2“ 

(a)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined*  the 

accommodation  having  been  rendered  fit 

(5)  Proceedings  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 

G-overnmont  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act*  1953 

(a)  Number  of  dwell  inghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  in 

persuance  of  Closing  Orders  ...  6 

(c)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined,  the 

accommodation  having  been  rendered  fit 

-  28  - 


4.  Housing  Act9  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding  t  - 

(1) (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  10 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  62 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  4 

(3) (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  35 


IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  BY  MEANS  OF  GRANT  UNDER 

SECTION  20,  HOUSING  ACT,  1949 


Conversions  to  water  carriage  system 

By  way  of  septic  tanks  ...  ... 

Connections  to  Council’s  sewers  ... 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ... 

Water  closets  provided  ...  ... 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided  ...  ... 

New  ranges  and  grates  provided 
Hot  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ... 

Electricity  installations  ...  ... 

Additional  bedrooms  provided  ...  ... 

Kitchens  provided  ...  ...  ... 

Kitchens  improved  ...  ...  ... 

Bathrooms  built  ...  ...  ... 

Bathrooms  converted  from  other  accommodation 
New  floors  laid  ...  ...  . . . 

Windows  enlarged  ...  ...  ... 

Food  stores  provided  ...  ... 

Rooms  heightened  ...  ...  ... 

Paths  provided  ...  ...  ... 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ... 

Fuel  stores  provided  ...  ... 

D.P.C’s  inserted  ...  ...  ... 

Conversions  to  housing  accommodation 
Roofs  repaired  ...  #  ...  ... 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ... 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ... 

Dampness  cured  ...  ...  • • « 
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18 

4 

41 
45 
74 
54 
37 
18 
1 1 
8 

31 
15 

25 
54 
30 

26 
8 

32 

3 
1 1 

4 
1 

5 
1 

3 
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FOOD  aND  DRUGS 


Meat  Inspection 

One  might  think  the  advent  of  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
and  the  long  awaited  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  made  thereunder 
would  be  the  most  important  item  of  report.  A  piece  of 
information  which  may  be  gleaned  from  a  perusal  of  the  accom¬ 
panying  figures  on  meat  inspection,  however,  is  to  my  mind 
more  significant. 

For  the  first  time  there  is  no  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
to  report  amongst  the  bovine  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area. 
I  imagine  this  may  be  a  somewhat  unique  position  in  England 
and  Wales.  The  veterinary  control  measures  against  bovine 
tuberculosis  in  the  live  animal  proved  so  successful  that  the 
county  was  declared  an  attested  area  towards  the  end  of  1 955 • 
The  fruits  of  this  effort  are  now  showing  themselves. 


Public  Abattoir 

Pigs,  sheep  and  calves  are  now  anesthetised  prior  to 
slaughter,  by  means  of  an  electrolethaier. 

Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  in  bulk  to  a  specialist 
firm  in  Kendal  who  have  digestors  for  heat  treatment,  thus 
ensuring  the  safety  of  the  resultant  product. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1956 

The  Order,  which  took  effect  in  this  area  on  the  10th 
April  stipulates  all  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  area  shall 
be  designated  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised. 

This  is  yet  another  groat  step  forward  in  the  war  on 
tuberculosis  in  the  human  subject. 

Consider  this  along  with  the  fact  that  no  tuberculosis 

was  found  post  mortem  in  our  slaughterhouses,  and  the  fact 
that  no  one  died  from  tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year, 

and  we  have  cause  for  satisfaction. 


The  practical  application  of  the  Order  was  not  without 
teething  troubles.  Some  householders  in  less  populous  parts 
found  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  approved  supply  of  milk  at 
first.  One  of  the  main  difficulties  lay  in  the  bottling  of 
the  milk  which  has  to  conform  to  certain  prescribed  conditions. 
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Overtures  to  the  Area  Milk  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  at  Newcastle  resulted  in  the 
ironing  out  of  the  difficulties. 


Registration  of  Premises  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 

Five  ice  cream  retailers’  premises  were  added  to  the 
register  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  sixty.  In  addition 
there  are  eleven  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream.  Ten  of  these  are  authorised  to  manufacture  by 
the  heat  treatment  process,  although  in  only  seven  instances 
is  this  method  now  in  use.  In  four  premises  ice  cream  is  made 
by  the  ’cold  mix’  method. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  most  sales  are  of  the  pre¬ 
wrapped  variety,  manufactured  by  the  larger  firms  whose 
brands  are  by  now  household  names.  The  sampling  of  their 
products  is  becoming  almost  a  matter  of  form,  so  consistently 
good  are  the  results  from  the  point  of  view  of  bacterial  purity. 

Twentythree  premises  are  used  for  the  making  of  sausages, 
potted  and  pickled  meats,  etc. 

Routine  inspections  of  these  manufacturers’  premises  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  has  called  for  radical  improvements, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  report  ready  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  butchers  concerned.  I  shall  be  in  a  position  to  report 
fully  on  this  aspect  of  the  work  in  my  next  report. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Inspections  under  these  Regulations  are  well  under  way 
at  the  time  of  writing,  although  not  a  great  deal  was  undertaken 
during  the  year  under  review.  All  County  Council  food  premises 
were  visited,  following  a  request  from  the  officers  of  that 
authority.  Inspections  included  school  canteens,  dining  centres, 
childrens’  and  old  peoples’  homes,  and  a  hospital.  Many  short 
comings  were  noted,  mostly  of  a  minor  character,  some  of  v/hich 
have  already  been  made  good.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness 
was  commendable. 

Regarding  Food  Hygiene  Inspections  generally,  the  provision 
of  a  wash  hand  basin  in  addition  to  a  wash-up  sink,  or  vice 
versa,  seems  to  be  the  main  bone  of  contention  with  the  trade. 
There  is  a  general  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  need  for  both 
fittings  and  one  has  to  enlarge  on  the  dangers  of  cross  infection 
arising  from  hand  washing  in  certain  circumstances.  It  is 
usually  argued  that  an  enamel  or  polythene  bowl  can  be  set  in 
the  sink,  thus  making  it  a  dual  purpose  fitting,  but  the  disposal 
of  the  soiled  water  is  overlooked. 
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Contending  with  the  food  traders  in  this  manner  affords 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  food  hygiene  and  food  poisoning 
at  first  hand. 

The  combined  house  and  shop  arrangement  is  common  in  the 
area,  which  sets  the  problem  of  duplication  of  washing  facilities 
I  have  adopted  what  might  be  termed  the  reasonable  approach 
to  the  matter. 

When  these  amenities  are  conveniently  placed  for  both 
domestic  and  trade  use,  duplication  is  not  insisted  upon. 
Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  siting  of  the  sanitary 
convenience,  as  it  is  felt  that  the  wash  hand  basin  should  be 
in  line  between  the  toilet  and  the  food  room  or  shop.  Other¬ 
wise  the  all  important  habit  of  hand  washing  after  using  the 
toilet  will  be  hard  to  inculcate. 

The  vital  need  for  hand  washing  and  nail  brush  drill  in 
these  circumstances  is  always  stressed.  Prom  the  replies  I 
receive  it  appears  everyone  is  particular  in  this  respect.  If 
only  one  could  believe  that  to  be  the  case.  Even  so  I  think 
there  is  undoubtedly  a  much  greater  public  awareness  of  the  need. 

In  the  job  of  a  public  health  inspector  one  is  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  equipment  and  gadgets  imaginable 
will  not  necessarily  make  some  folk  cleanly  in  their  habits, 
but  these  things  must  be  regarded  as  aids  to  sanitary  practices. 
The  old  adage,  "you  can  take  a  horse  to  water  but  you  cannot 
make  it  drink",  applies  here  unfortunately . 


Wig ton  Market  Hall 


In  an  attempt  to  put  our  own  house  in  order,  certain 
improvement  were  made  at  the  Market  Hall  to  bring  the  premises 
into  conformity  with  the  new  legislation. 

A  wash  hand  basin  was  provided  in  the  kitchen  with  hot 
and  cold  water  laid  on.  Piped  hot  water  was  extended  to  the 
two  wash  up  sinks,  formerly  served  by  a  gas  heated  urn.  The 
familiar  reminder  about  the  need  for  hand  washing  was  affixed 
in  all  the  toilets. 
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carcases  i'jtd  offal  inspected,  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 

AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  AND  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cowss 

l 

Cowss 

! 

Calvess 

Sheep 

and 

L  amb  s ; 

j 

Pigs:  j 

Number  killed  (a} 

1004 

13 

2256 

1419 

Number  killed  (b) 

180 

1 

- 

179 

79 

Total  . 

1184 

14 

1 

1 

2435 

j  1498 

Number  inspected  (a) 

1004 

13 

1 

2256 

1419 

Number  inspected  (b) 

1  80 

1 

- 

179 

'  79 

Total 

1184 

14 

1 

2435 

1498 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

31 

6 

Percentage 

0.08 

7.14 

- 

1 .27 

0.40 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

65 

2 

3 

Percentage 

5.49 

14.28 

— 

0.12 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Percentage 

- 

— 

— 

— 

0.07 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

27 

Percentage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  .81 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submi tt ed 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

• 

r  a 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

- . - - — — - 

: 

- - 

- 

- 

...... 

— 

NOTE  (a)  =  work  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir 

(b)  =  work  carried  out  at  Private  Slaughterhouses 
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PRINCIPviL  GROUNDS  OP  CONDEMNATION  OP  CARCASES  AND  OPPAL 


AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


nND  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


] 

- .  n  ,  1  f- 

' 

Bovine 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs . 

Sheep 

lbs . 

» 

Pigs 

1 

lbs .  \ 

L 

Injury  ...  ... 

44o 

— 

192 

J 

-  i 

Dropsy  ...  ... 

— 

499 

115 

Metritis 

- 

— 

58 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

- 

65 

- 

Fevered  ...  ... 

480 

- 

399 

280 

Moribund 

— 

— 

142 

— 

Cirrhosis 

348 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

92 

— 

Contaminated  with  Jeyes 

- 

— 

30 

— 

Jaundice  (Pluid 

— 

— 

90 

- 

Uraemia  ...  ... 

— 

- 

42 

— 

Abscesses 

270 

— 

— 

- 

Flukes  ...  ... 

218 

- 

— 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis  . . . 

35 

— 

- 

-  j 

Actino  Bacillosis  ... 

35 

- 

— 

Actino  Mycosis 

15 

- 

— 

— 

Necrosis 

12 

- 

— 

i 

Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

1132 

Septicaemia 

- 

— 

- 

390 

Peritonitis  and  fever 

- 

— 

- 

176 

Swine  Erysipelas 

~ 

— 

- 

250 

[ 

Totals i 

i 

1853 

! 

1617 

2343 
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PARTICULARS  OF  FOODSTUFF'S  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION  AT  PLACES  OTHER  THAN  SLAU GHTERHOUSES 


Gammon 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

70 

lbs . 

Cannocl  Meat 

t  t  • 

•  t  • 

220 

lbs . 

Milk 

•  t  i 

222 

lbs. 

Vegetables 

•  •  • 

•  i  • 

1  26 

lbs . 

Fish 

•  »  • 

•  #  # 

10 

lbs. 

Fruit 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

305 

lbs. 

Liquid  Egg 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

44 

lbs. 

Fruit  Pies  ... 

•  •  • 

i  «  t 

20 

no . 

Swiss  Rolls 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

12 

no . 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING-  RESULTS 


Grades 

Local  manu¬ 
facture  by 
heat  treat¬ 
ment  methods 

Local  manu¬ 
facture  by 
?  cold  mix* 
methods 

Wrapped  or 
cartoned 
proprietory 
brands; 

1 

10 

6 

6 

2 

4 

1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

u  ! 

2 

- 
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REFUSE  REMOVAL 


Disposal  Sites 

Tho  maintenance  of  t  ips  was  a  problem  during  the  year. 

In  a  report  to  the  Council  I  pointed  out  the  difficulties  of 
affording  adequate  attention*  due  primarily  to  considerations 
of  expense  and  secondly  to  distance  between  disposal  sites 
and  the  resultant  difficulty  of  transport. 

This  is  a  problem  which  must  surely  exercise  the  minds  of 
many  rural  authorities,  and  one  which  will  grow  as  more  and 
more  rural  hamlets  are  afforded  collection  facilities. 

In  particular  the  condition  of  the  prominent  coast  road 
tip  outside  Silioth  aroused  considerable  discussion*  resulting 
in  the  appointment  of  a  part-time  attendant.  The  outcome  is 
much  more  satisfactory.  This  disposal  site  is  shared  with 
the  Air  Ministry*  and  they  too  are  co-operating  in  preserving 
the  amenities  of  the  area. 

The  location  of  this  refuse  tip  is  perhaps  unfortunate 
from  an  aesthetic  point  of  view*  but  disposal  sites  in  the 
Silioth  area  are  hard  to  come  by*  and  the  present  one*  within 
reasonable  distance  of  the  main  centre  of  population*  should 
afford  accommodation  for  many  years. 

Indiscriminate  dunrping  of  rubbish  by  members  of  the  public 
at  Council  tips  still  presents  a  serious  problem  in  a  widely 
scattered  rural  district  such  as  this. 

At  Wigton  I  decided  to  lock  the  tip  gates  out  of  hours  to 
vehicular  traffic*  which  has  proved  helpful.  This  arrangement 
also  obtains  at  Silioth*  but  there  are  those  who  are  not  easily 
deterred*  and  dumping  was  taking  place  outside  the  confines 
of  the  recognized  tipping  area  in  the  hollow's  of  the  Blooming 
Heather  coastal  strip*  in  full  view  of  the  popular  coast  road. 
By  arrangement  the  boundaries  were  extended  to  include  these 
depressions  and  tidying  up  operations  were  put  in  hand. 


Establishment 


The  services  of  three  members  of  the  Aspatria  refuse  crew 
we re  terminated  during  the  year.  The  driver  was  given  notice 
after  a  protracted  illness*  when  medical  opinion  thought  it 
unlikely  that  he  would  be  really  fit  to  resume  duty*  despite  a 
willingness  on  the  employee*  s  part  to  try.  Shortly  after  this 
Mr.  Stoddart  died*  thus  making  tho  third  death  in  the  Aspatria 
crew  in  the  past  few  years.  Mr.  M. Wilson  and  Mr.  J. Johns tone* 
the  two  ashb inmen  on  the  Aspatria  vehicle*  were  dismissed  on 
account  of  unsatisf ac tory  service. 

-  36  - 


Another  change*  again  affecting  the  Aspatria  crew*  was 
brought  about  by  the  transfer  of  Mr.  W.Lowrie  to  the  mobile 
sewerage  team.  Mr.  Lowrie  felt  he  would  be  unable  to  resume 
bin  lifting  duties  after  a  rather  serious  illness  involving  an 
operation. 


SALVAGE 


Paper 

The  yield  of  paper  salvage  is  up  on  last  year*  s  figure 
by  1 2  tons  14  cwts.  despite  a  request  by  the  Waste  Paper 
Recovery  Association  to  ease  up  on  collections.  The  mills 
have  been  experiencing  temporary  difficulty  in  disposing  of 
their  output  and  the  request  was  designed  to  avoid  confusion 
at  both  trade  and  local  authority  premises. 

Fortunately  the  old  established  firm  with  whom  we  have 
always  done  business  was  able  to  accommodate  our  throughput. 


Metal 


A  circular  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  appealing  to  local  councils  to  recover  ferrous 
scrap  from  domestic  refuse  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  iron  and 
steel  production. 

The  Council  decided  not  to  co-operate  owing  to  practical 
difficulties  and  the  likelihood  of  financial  loss  resulting. 

The  salvage  of  metal  food  c  ontainers  in  particular  is  a  problem 
linked  with  the  scattered  refuse  disposal  sites  of  large 
rural  districts.  Flattening  of  these  tins  and  transport 
to  a  rail  head  are  the  crux  of  the  problem*  although  sufficient 
labour  at  the  tipping  face  is  a  pre-requisite*  and  this  is  not 
available  in  this  area  for  the  reasons  stated  under  the  heading 
of  ^refuse  removal*  . 


-  37 


COMPARATIVE 


TABLE  SHOWING-  '-/'EIGHT  OH  WAS' 


PAPER  S,  LVAG-ED 


Year: 

Tons 

Cwts . 

1942 

153 

10 

1943 

131 

1  2 

1944 

131 

17 

1 945 

80 

3 

1946 

104 

6 

1 94"/ 

77 

7 

4 

1943 

105 

3 

1949 

117 

13 

1950 

91 

10 

1951 

102 

14 

1952 

71 

9 

1953 

42 

6 

1954 

44 

0 

1955 

37 

5 

1956 

49 

19 

Total* - 

1 , 345 

14 

The  income  from  the  1956  yield  amounted 
to  £333*  14s. 6cL. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


After  much  controversy  the  Council  appointed  a  rodent 
operative  who  commenced  duty  in  July.  An  Austin  5  cwt. 
van  was  purchased  for  use  in  connection  with  this  service 
and  is  giving  every  satisfaction. 

The  first  duty  undertaken  was  a  farm  survey*  but 
before  this  was  completed  the  operative  was  dismissed*  having 
had  his  driving  licence  withdrawn  on  account  of  a  private 
motoring  offence.  Without  a  driving  licence  he  was  not  able 
to  fulfil  his  duties  to  the  Council. 

A  second  appointment  was  made  and  this  time  one  of  the 
Council*  s  own  workmen*  Mr.  J.W.Yeowart*  was  transferred  from 
another  department. 

The  farm  survey  was  resumed  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
4*12  of  the  1024  farms  in  the  area  had  been  visited.  Of 
these  119  were  infested  and  293  showed  no  signs  of  rats. 
Farmers  now  use  ’Warfarin*  poison  extensively  and  many  are 
successful  in  keeping  infestations  under  control. 

The  rodent  operative  carries  a  letter  of  introduction 
which  also  serves  as  an  intimation  of  the  responsibility  of 
occupiers  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act*  1949 • 

The  survey  has  since  been  completed  and  re-visits  are 
proceeding.  One  is  now  able  to  assess  the  effectiveness 
of  the  control  measures  undertaken  by  the  farmers.  In  those 
cases  where  infestations  prove  obstinate  it  will  be  necessary 
to  serve  notice  as  provided  for  in  the  Act. 

Dwellinghouse  and  business  premises  have  received  some 
scant  attention  but  a  proper  survey  of  commercial  properties 
will  be  undertaken  in  due  course.  In  addition  routine 
surveys  and  necessary  treatment  of  Council  owned  properties 
was  undertaken.  For  the  first  time  no  indication  whatsoever 
of  sewer  infestations  was  recorded. 

The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  visits 
made  and  work  undertaken  under  this  heading. 
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PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


• 

i 

1 

i 

* 

t 

j 

< 

Local  t 
Auth¬ 
ority 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 
(  inc . 
Council 
Houses) 

All  | 

other 
( inc .Bus¬ 
iness 
Premises ) 

Agric¬ 

ultural 

No.  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority?  s 
cli  strict 

38 

5,920 

762 

1 ,024 

No®  of  properties  in- 

spec ted  as  a  result  of: 

( a)  Notification 

— 

17 

4 

1 

fb)  Survey  under  the  Act 

1  1 

— 

- 

875 

(c)  Otherwise 

27 

1 

1 

— 

Total  inspections  carried 

885 

out  inc.  re-inspections 

172 

25  i 

! 

14 

No.  of  properties  in- 

spected  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  jpor 

v  '  (Minor 

1 1 

7 

3 

277 

/ ,  \  ,,T .  (Major 

(b)  Mice  L. 

x  '  (Minor 

- 

4 

1 

— 

No,  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  L.A. 

Total  treatments  carried 

11 

5 

1 

2 

out  including  re¬ 
treatments 

29 

5 

1 

2 

No.  of  notices  served 

under  Section  4  of  the 
Act: 

( a}  Treatment 

— 

— 

— 

—• 

(b)  Structural  work 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  in  which 

default  action  was 
taken  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sect.  4  of  the 

Act 

Legal  Proceedings 

Number  of  "Block” 

control  schemes 
j  carried  out 

1 

2 

1 

1 

N.B.  The  above  table  is  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  to _ the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  relating 
to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957. 
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OBJECTIONABLE  TILDE  WASTES 


The  M:iJk  Marketing  Board 

The  disposal  of  largo  volumes  of  surplus  liquid  whey 
from  the  Aspatria  Creamery  of  The  Milk  Marketing  Board  sot 
a  problem  in  May  and  June. 

At  that  time  of  year  there  is  a  flush  of  milk  and  the 
commercial  market  was  surfeited.  The  local  creamery  worked 
to  capacity  on  cheese  making  to  avoid  wastage,  and  the 
incidental  process  of  drying  of  the  whey  had  to  be  carried 
on  continuously  throughout  a  twentyfour  hour  period.  Even 
so  a  considerable  surplus  of  the  liquid  accrued. 

This  liquid,  in  such  large  volume,  could  not  be 
accepted  at  the  Aspatria  sewage  wo rks  without  occasioning 
serious  trouble.  The  works  are  quite  incapable  of  treating 
this  trade  waste  in  large  doses. 

In  view  of  this  I  agreed,  as  a  matter  of  emergency, 
to  the  discharge  of  tankers  into  the  Allonby  sewerage  system, 
which  has  tidal  outfall.  One  stipulation  restricted  the 
operations  to  the  turn  of  the  tide,  and  the  emergency,  lasting 
several  weeks,  passed  without  incident. 

The  solid  content  of  the  waste  liquor  was  in  the  region 
of  six  per  cent  and  the  colour  of  the  liquid  was  indistinguish¬ 
able  in  sea  water.  In  view  of  the  slack  gradient  of  Allonby 
sewers  the  flush  resulting  from  this  operation  would  not  be 
without  benefit. 


Messrs.  British  Rayophane  Limited 

This  year  saw  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  seven 
miles  long  specially  constructed  sewer  laid  for  the  use  of 
the  local  manufacturers  of  transparent  cellulose  film  and 
coated  papers. 

This  expensive  pipe  line,  glazed,  bitumen  jointed,  and 
otherwise  carefully  treated  to  resist  acid  action,  was  designed 
to  deal  separately  with  the  injurious  waste  liquors  incidental 
to  the  trade  process  carried  on  here. 

Formerly  the  liquor  was  discharged  in  the  combined 
sewerage  system  of  the  township  of  Wigton  and  the  admixture 
of  the  trade  and  domestic  effluents  gave  rise  to  serious 
damage  to  the  sewer  beyond  the  point  of  entry  of  the  works 
effluent,  and  to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  necessitating 
complete  replacements. 
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Flooding  in  the  Station  Road  area  in  time  of  storm  due 
to  the  surcharge  of  the  combined  sewer  was  not  uncommon  prior 
to  this  change-over,  but  this  trouble  should  now  be  eliminated. 


The  advent  of  the  separate  system  has  proved  a  great 
relief  to  me  personally.  Irate  ratepayers  no  longer  poster 
me  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  demanding  justice. 

The  unfortunate  people  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  manufacturing  process  are  no  longer  troubled  by  chemical 
fumes  invading  the  privacy  of  their  homes  by  way  of  the 
sever  and  drain  connections. 


A  very  real  problem  still  remains,  however.  1  refer 
to  the  aerial  smell  which  plagues  Wigton  and  its  environs, 
depending  upon  the  vagaries  of  the  weather,  and  emanating 
from  this  same  manufacturing  process. 


This  pollution 
has  been  the  subject 
firm* s  early  days. 


of  the  atmosphere  by  sulphur eted  hydrogen 
of  justifiable  complaints  sin c e  the 


The  stage  is  reached  when  the  firm  has  beent  old  they 
must  employ  all  practicable  means  to  mitigate  the  nuisance 
to  which  their  trade  process  gives  rise.  They  already 
spend  considerable  sums  of  money  to  this  end  but  it  is 
felt  that  more  effective  remedial  measures  now  available 
to  them  should  be  implemented. 


The  cost  of  ameliorating  the  present  bad  conditions 
is  unfortunately  a  very  heavy  one,  adding  nothing  to  the 
throughput  of  the  firm* s  production  methods.  No  doubt 
they  regard  this  as  a  negative  expense,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  public  at  risk  will  be  able  to  regard  the  benefits 
as  positive. 

On  one  of  my  visits  to  the  factory  I  was  granted  an 
interview  by  the  managing  director  in  the  boardroom. 
Inspecting  a  show  case  in  the  room  I  saw  an  array  of  goods, 
many  of  them  the  products  of  famous  firms,  all  tastefully 
wrapped  in  the  paper  manufactured  at  this  Wigton  factory. 

One  could  not  but  feel  a  sense  of  pride,  even  in  the 
invidious  position  in  which  I  found  myself. 


Messrs.  Fisons  Limited 

A  chemical  works  at  Silloth,  now  under  the  control  of 
this  well-known  firm,  causes  an  aerial  nuisance  too. 


The  process  giving  rise  to 


adverse 


conditions  is  the 
manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid.  Fumes  are  emitted  from  a 
chimney  stack  some  seventy  feet  high,  and  here  again . at- . 
mospheric  conditions  play  a  vital  part  in  the  dissemination 
of  the  obnoxious  vapours. 
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The  firm  claim  their  discharge  is  always  well  within 
the  prescribed  statutory  limit,  and  this  is  confirmed  by 
regular  tests.  Unfortunately  this  statement  of  fact  is  no 
comfort  to  those  who  suffer  the  inconvenience  at  times. 

Sven  so  there  is  very  little  the  Council  can  do  to 
improve  the  position.  One  can  only  hope  science  will  some 
day  discover  appropriate  remedies  to  make  good  these  annoying 
anomalies,  for  it  may  be  assumed  that  there  is  little  like¬ 
lihood  of  any  drastic  tightening  of  statutory  control  measures 
to  the  detriment  of  existing  manuf ac turing  processes. 


Conclusion 

The  year  1956  saw  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  "an  Act  to  make  provision  for  abating  the  pollution 
of  the  air",  to  quote  the  pre-amble. 

A  study  of  this  new  legislation  makes  it  abundantly  clear 
that  the  paramount  concern  of  the  legislators  is  the  smoke 
problem,  together  with  that  of  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust. 

Recognition  of  the  damage  to  health  and  property  and  of 
colossal  waste  too,  should  leave  one  in  no  doubt  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  this  course.  Living  in  a  beautiful  rural  area  is 
hardly  conducive  to  a  sympathetic  appreciation  of  conditions 
endured  by  people  living  in  the  black  areas,  and  we  are  told 
that  more  than  half  of  our  population  is  domiciled  in  these 
so-called  areas. 

I  am  mindful,  however,  of  my  own  early  days  in  a  health 
department  on  industrial  Tyneside,  and  I  say  again  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  emphasis  being  in  the  right  place. 

More  intelligent  use  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  powers 
could  obviate  further  mistakes  arising  from  unwise  siting  of 
industry,  but  where  a  community  is  anxious  to  have  an  additional 
source  of  employment  in  its  midst,  important  details  like  these 
are  liable  to  be  overlooked  or  disregarded. 

It  seems  one  has  to  have  the  experience  before  these 
things  are  fully  appreciated. 
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SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


•  • 


•  • 


Housing  Act 9  1936 
Housing  Act ,  1 949/52 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Housing  defects 
Otherwise 

Drains  examined  and/or  tested 
Building  Byelaws 
Housing  applications 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Food  preparation  rooms 
Ice  cream  premises 
Dairies 

Distributors  of  milk 
Food  shops 
Food  Hygiene  . . . 

Markets 

Public  abattoir 
P rivat e  si aught  e  rhous e s 
Knackers  Yard 
Unsound  food  in  shops 
Registration  of  premise 
Factories  Act,  1937/48 
Refuse  removal  . . . 

Refuse  tips  ... 

Complaints  regarding  service 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
Sewers 

Other  than  sewers 


*  • 


•  • 


•  •  • 


949 


Camping  sites  and  moveable  dwellings 
Infectious  disease  . . . 

Schools  ...  ... 

Sewers  ...  ... 

Anthrax  outbreaks  ... 

Shops  Act,  1950...  ... 

Unclassified  ...  ... 


o 

34 

18 

16 

44 

76 

1 

676 

22? 

1 

25 

9 


93 

6 


225 

346 

23 

1 

250 


133 

39 

433 

1135 


12 

104 


42 
18 
25 
10 

3 

43 

152 


Samples:  Ice  cream  ...  ...  32 

Milk...  ...  ...  4 

Water  -  Swimming  Bath  ...  1 

Water  -  Paddling  Pool  ...  1 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Statutory 

Housing  Act ,  1936  -  Section  9 


Served? 


C  Oi.ip  1  i  e  d 
with? 


2 


3 


Informal 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

43 

47 

Housing  Act,  1936 

11 

27 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

53 

- 

Factories  Act,  1937/48 

4 

4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 

1 

— 

Shops  Act 

1 

— 

Totals? 

114 

74 

Robert  C.  Blackburn 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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